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whilst so much superstition was unknown among the former.
The Makololo upbraided the Makalaka for being super-
stitious, and reproached them with turning back from an
enterprise if a certain bird called to them, saying that it was
unlucky" (Livingstone, ib., 272). " The spirit of the
Makololo " in fact, as Ridgeway points out, is exactly " that
put by the Homeric poet into the mouth of Hector, when he
disregards the omen-bird which perturbed the Trojans ",1
Exactly in the same manner the Homeric Achaians had no
fetish and no ancestor-worship; while Athenians of the
" geometric " age certainly practised at least the tendance
of their dead ; (the big vases were used as receptacles for
food and drink-offerings, where they stood on the grave
mounds, and there was, as we shall see, at least one great
Athenian festival in honour or placation of the departed).
No, these differing attitudes correspond to a material
difference that is not racial but social. The " hero " mentality
and the peasant mentality can develop in suitable
circumstances among Bantu and negroes as easily as among
Aryan-speaking Achaioi and lonians. " War is a teacher of
violence and accommodates the tempers of men to their
circumstances," says Thucydides ; and the same is true of
other activities besides war. The Viking, the Ishmaelite,
the uprooted warrior-people, learn self-reliance, opportunism,
independence of custom; and in proportion as they learn
these lessons, they prosper and survive. The peasant on
the other hand learns a different kind of opportunism, a
submissive attendance on the whims and moods of nature,
which, when it has become an ingrained habit of mind, may
easily make for submissiveness to a human lord also. The
whole difficulty arises from the use of the word " primitive ",
which, as we saw, is not only almost meaningless if we believe
that man has existed for hundreds of thousands of years,
but also, as applied to Homer, seriously misleading*
With the passing of the heroic age, then—with the breaking
up of every conspicuous aggregation of wealth, and with
wholesale slaughter among the lords or heroes themselves—
* II, xii, 248,

